
Level 2 Award / 
Certificate / Diploma

Level 1 Award / 
Certificate / Diploma

Level 1  Award / 
Certificate / Diploma 

 in Work-based

GCSE’s grade D-G, 
including Maths, 
English, Science

Level 2  Award / 
Certificate / Diploma 

 in Work-based

GCSE’s grade A-C, 
including Maths, 
English, Science

Level 2 Higher 
Diploma 

Level 3 Award / 
Certificate / Diploma

Level 3  Award / 
Certificate / Diploma 

 in Work-based

GCE A Levels e.g. 
Science, Maths, 

English, Business etc

Level 3 Advanced 
Diploma 

Diploma of Higher 
Education /

Foundation Degree in

Honours Degree 

Employment with 
Training

E.g. First Aid, Tractor 
Driving, Manual 

handling, 
photography

Level 1 Foundation 
Diploma

Advanced 
Apprenticeship 

Apprenticeship 

Postgraduate e.g. 
Masters / PhD

Certificates of Higher 
Education

§ Many programmes can be studied on a full time or part time basis
§ It is generally possible to move from one qualification type to another e.g. Level 1 

Certificate to L2 Apprenticeship
§ It is often possible to move from one subject area to another e.g. horticulture to 

agriculture or animal care to equine

Experiential Learning
E.g. work experience, 

family business etc

Progression Routes

 

Levels 
4-8 

Level 
3 

Level 
2 

Level 
1 


